Oncogenic inflammation and autoimmune disease.
Many models exist to explain the induction and perpetuation of autoimmune diseases. Despite their validation in a variety of animal models, the basis for autoimmune disease in humans remains unknown. Here, we propose that an important aspect of autoimmune disease is the active participation of the target organ due to endogenously produced co-stimulatory factors that cause prolonged antigen presentation and lymphocyte activation. Evidence suggests that a major source of such endogenous signaling comes from newly transformed cells within the target organ that produce pro-inflammatory factors.